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INTRODUCTION 


Restless Hearts 
Where Do I Go Now, God? 

Welcome to Restless Hearts, a small group study for young adults 
that will help you reflect upon who you are, upon what you want to 
do with your life, and upon God’s presence and care for you in the 
midst of your vocational journey. As you participate in this voca¬ 
tional reflection study, you will: 

• gain a sense of God’s care for you 

• understand more about your own personality, identity, and gifts 

• discover that a relationship with God is the primary vocation of 
all people 

• view your life work and education or training necessary for that 
work in light of God’s purposes 
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• develop spiritual disciplines of prayer, Bible study, and personal 
reflection 

• discover the value of and insights gained by participating with 
others in a small-group setting 

• experience the freedom to explore some of your deepest ques¬ 
tions and concerns regarding vocation and faith during this par¬ 
ticular stage of your life 

• discover ways to help others as you search for purpose and 
meaning in your life. 


Core Values 

The small group study is grounded in the following values, which 
you will review in each of the six sessions: 

• We are created to be related to God and others. 

• Our vocation is more than our job. 

• Baptism is the continuing reminder of who we are. 

• Our careers should work in concert with our vocation, not 
against it. 

• The key career question is not, “What do I want to do for the rest 
of my life?” but, “Who am I, and what am I going to do next?” 

• We discern our path by paying attention to the world around us 
and to what is happening within us. 

• Spiritual disciplines help us discern God’s calling. 


“Our Heart Is Restless” 

“For you have made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until 
it rests in you .” 1 The name of this study was prompted by these 
words of Augustine of Hippo (354r-430), a North African bishop in 
the early church who found his vocation and sense of self through 
an examination of his life. Augustine’s emphasis on self-reflection is 
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most evident in his autobiographical work, The Confessions of Saint 
Augustine. Here he begins with the affirmation that is central to the 
Restless Hearts approach to vocational reflection. God has created 
us in such a way that we cannot fully understand ourselves apart 
from God. Since we often live our lives with an incomplete aware¬ 
ness of how we are related to God, we are discontented. Augustine 
encourages us to pay attention to the inner tuggings that pull us 
toward God, a condition he describes as having a restless heart. 

At the same time that Augustine recognized how central his rela¬ 
tionship to God was for him, he also knew that other relationships 
were important as well. In his Confessions, he walks back through his 
life retelling it in such a way that he sees the contributions his 
mother, his teachers, and even children playing in a neighboring 
garden made to his vocational understanding. All of the parts of his 
life, even the parts he was not very proud of, were moments he 
could reclaim as times when God was present in the midst of rela¬ 
tionships drawing him toward a new vision of who he was. 

One of Augustine’s lasting legacies is his emphasis on self- 
reflection as a means to understanding God. The journey toward 
God is one that passes through the interior life of each person. This 
study follows the example of St. Augustine in looking at vocation 
through our identities as children of God through Jesus Christ. It is 
a Christian study that assumes that God is present in and calls all 
persons through their explorations of vocation. Who are we? Who 
did God create us to be? How does God want us to live? What are 
we to do with our lives? All the sessions invite you to consider these 
questions and others. 

Session One, “Inside Out: Expectations,” will help you identify 
the tensions that exist between your inner sense of values and call¬ 
ing and the expectations that others have for you. You will explore 
the benefits of listening for God both inside and outside of yourself 
as a part of the lifelong process of vocational discernment. 

Session Two, “Passion and Vocation,” will help you recognize that 
the passions that drive us are often unacknowledged and sometimes 
unappreciated. Uncovering your passion, that is, what your heart truly 
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desires, is one way to listen for God and to explore vocation. The ses¬ 
sion invites you to listen to your passion as a way of listening to God. 

Session Three, ‘Trusting the Gifts,” will help you move to a 
deeper level of trust that there is a purpose moving through your 
gifts. It encourages you to claim your gifts and abilities as you iden¬ 
tify your vocation. 

Session Four, “Listening in the Shadows,” will help you recognize 
that a vocational journey oriented toward God may lead you to 
despise or suppress those parts of yourself you feel are unworthy or 
unnecessary. However, there are treasures to be found when you 
search among your needs, anxieties, and places of brokenness for 
God’s healing presence. You will be encouraged to explore the role 
that our “shadow side” plays in helping us listen for God. 

Session Five, “Somebody’s Calling Your Name,” will help you dis¬ 
cover that you can also claim your vocation as you meet God in the 
needs of the world. It encourages you to identify needs in the world 
around you that are crying out for response and to develop a pat¬ 
tern of engaging in acts of service and justice. 

Session Six, ‘Taking Risks,” will help you discover that risk is an 
invaluable tool for moving from who you have been to who you are 
going to be. By consciously choosing to stretch yourself into areas 
where you know you will be required to change, you can experience 
greater trust in God and greater awareness of God’s call. This final 
session provides the tools for identifying an action plan for your 
next steps in the vocational journey. 


Format for the Sessions 

Each session includes the following sequence of activities: 

Opening Worship: Each week when the group gathers, you will 
begin with a worship experience. Restless Hearts Where Do I Go Now, 
God? uses stones and water to remind you of baptism as a symbol of 
your identity as a beloved member of God’s family. 
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The Questions: This section offers stories and illustrations in the 
workbook and 8-10-minute video segments that will invite you to 
engage the focus for each week’s study through personal reflection 
and small group discussion. 

The Scriptures: Each session will explore specific biblical texts 
related to the session focus. The workbook contains a box entitled 
“Your Reflections on the Scriptures.” You will respond to the ques¬ 
tions in this box each week as an important part of your personal 
reflection. 

Your Life: You will reflect upon your life and the Core Values that 
ground the study in a variety of activities included in this segment. 
The workbook contains a box entitled “Core Values and Your Life.” 
You will respond to the questions in this box each week as another 
important part of your personal reflection. 

Looking Ahead: This part of the session includes reading and jour¬ 
naling in the workbook. These activities will prepare you for the 
next session. 

Closing Worship: Every session concludes with a worship experi¬ 
ence related to the focus for the session. 


Your Workbook 

Your workbook contains stories, narratives, information, and 
questions that invite reflection and response. You will use it during 
the sessions and for your personal reflection between the sessions. 
You will also find space for writing in between sessions. You will 
notice boxes entitled ‘Your Reflections on the Scriptures” and 
“Core Values and Your Life.” Each week you are invited respond to 
the questions in these boxes. In addition, the section entitled 
“Looking Ahead” suggests an activity for your personal reflection 
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that will prepare you for the next session. The study invites you to 
adopt the discipline of journaling through the course of these ses¬ 
sions; however, responses in the workbook may take many forms, 
such as writing, drawing, use of symbols, or use of timelines. You 
may even treat the workbook as a kind of scrapbook to collect pic¬ 
tures or items that are meaningful to you as you respond to the 
exercises. What is most important is that you use the workbook to 
help you reflect on the session topics, the Scriptures, the Core 
Values of the study, and on your life. 


Your Vocation 

Let’s return to the questions asked in the previous section enti¬ 
tled “Our Heart Is Restless,” but this time we ask them in a slightly 
different way to make them more personal. Who am I? Who did 
God create me to be? How does God want me to live? What am I to 
do with my life? This study offers you a unique opportunity to 
explore your answers to these questions in the company of other 
young adults who are also asking these questions for themselves. 


1 The Confessions of Saint Augustine, translated by John K. Ryan (Doubleday, 1960); 
page 43. 
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Opening Prayer 


Bless to us, O God, this water— 
from the waters of the womb 
to journeys taken through stormy seas, 
it is a reminder of your grace and promise. 
Help us to walk with you. 

Bless to us, O Christ, this group— 
ready to explore and encounter 
new callings and old. 

Help us to walk with you. 

Bless to us, Holy Spirit, this time— 
ripe with potential 
and full of your presence. 

Help us to walk with you 
as you walk with us. Amen. 


The Questions 


My Name Is ... 

• What do you know about how you got your name? 


• What meaning does it hold for your family? For you? 
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Return to Oz 

Sometimes it takes a wizard to tell us who we are. When I was 
growing up, The Wizard of Oz used to come on TV every year around 
Easter, which is very appropriate since I believe this is one of the 
most theologically-profound movies ever made. It has certainly 
helped me to see the good news. Its two big theological themes 
have to do with getting home and finding out who we are, both of 
which invite reflection on the vocational journey. Dorothy and her 
companions in Oz are all desperately seeking something they either 
have or have the ability to attain. 

At the beginning of the movie, a tornado approaches; and 
Dorothy, the main character in the story, is trying desperately to get 
home. With the storm coming, everything Dorothy thought she 
knew is turned upside down. Dorothy has found her house, but the 
people who make it a home are not there. She’s anxious about her 
life, her family, and the future. The tornado hits! 

Dorothy’s situation is similar to ours at times in our life. We have a 
home, we travel far from it, we lose our way, we forget who we were 
made and called to be, and when we try to get back on our own 
power we inevitably fail. In the end, we are carried off by forces much 
larger than we are, and it seems as if we’ll never find home again. 

Dorothy’s house is thrown up into the air. She passes out. The 
house lands with a thud. She wakes up and goes cautiously to the 
door. She opens it up, and suddenly a flood of light enters the 
room. She has gone to the other side of the rainbow and it is a 
world of bright color and fascinating creatures. It turns out that her 
house has landed right on top of the wicked witch of the East, who 
has been cruelly oppressing the Munchkin people. Dorothy, as 
their liberator, is given a mysterious gift—the ruby slippers of the 
dead witch. She is toasted and sung to by all the Munchkins. But 
Dorothy knows that she needs to find some way to get home. What 
she doesn’t know is that all she has to do is click the ruby slippers 
three times and say, ‘There’s no place like home. There’s no place 
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like home. There’s no place like home.” But she hasn’t been told 
this. She can’t accept it at this moment. She has to take a journey. 

So, she sets off down the yellow brick road in search of a wiz¬ 
ard who can get her back home. Along the way she finds some 
companions, all of whom are as misguided as she is. First, there 
is the scarecrow that thinks he doesn’t have a brain, even though 
in the first minutes she knows him he figures out how to get some 
nasty trees to throw them some apples and later hatches the plans 
that save the day. Then there is the tin man who thinks he does¬ 
n’t have a heart, even though he is the most sentimental one in 
the bunch. And finally, there is the lion that thinks he has no 
courage, even though he is finally able to confront the witch of 
the West and the wizard. 

Do you see the common theme here? Nobody knows who they 
are; and they all set off to see a wizard, who really isn’t a wizard, to 
receive a reward that they already have. And along the way they 
have to overcome the witch of the West and her band of flying mon¬ 
keys who threaten them with death and destruction. But the real 
obstacle in their journey is their inability to see who they really are. 

In the closing scenes, it all becomes clear. The wizard plays an 
important role in helping these characters claim their gifts and abil¬ 
ities. Though he is captive to the expectations of the Emerald City’s 
residents who have acclaimed him as a wizard, he is able to affirm 
the true strengths of those who have come to him. He recognizes 
the gifts the companions bring and gives them symbolic gifts: The 
scarecrow gets a diploma. The tin man gets a ticking red heart on a 
chain. The lion gets a medal. The wizard doesn’t really give them 
anything that they don’t already have. He gives them what they 
sought by helping them to see who they truly are. A little later 
Glenda, the good witch of the North, helps Dorothy realize that 
even she has the capacity she didn’t think she had. She has the abil¬ 
ity to go home by clicking her shoes. 

I’ve had a few wizards grace my life through the years. I suspect 
you’ve had a few, too. They are the people in your life who help you 
see who you are and what you already have. They look very ordinary 
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and they don’t have any magical powers. But they speak to the place 
where God moves in our lives and helps us hear all over again just 
who we are. When we discover who we really are, we also discover 
that we are at home. 


• If the companions already had the things that they sought from 
the wizard, what was the purpose of their journey? 


• How do you understand the theme of going home? What does 
it mean to you? 


• Symbolically speaking, what are the storms or tornadoes that 
unsettle your life? 


• Who are the wizards in your life? Who has affirmed gifts that 
you already have so that you could claim them? 


• If you were going to the wizard, what would you ask for? 
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The Scriptures 


Samuel: God’s Voice and a Mother’s Prayer 
Read 1 Samuel 1:9-18; 3:1-21. 

Hannah was a woman who committed herself and her child to 
God before her child was even born. In a male-dominated society 
which placed a premium on the security a son could offer, Hannah 
prayed for a son, not for her own security, but so she could offer him 
to God. Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2 is a hymn of celebration 
offered at the time when she gives Samuel, her son of promise, to be 
raised at the Shiloh temple by Eli. In it, she declares what God will 
do in the land. 

Even though Hannah could see what God was up to, the text tells 
us that many others couldn’t. ‘The word of the Lord was rare in 
those days,” and even the priest Eli was unable to hear (3:1b). 
Samuel didn’t recognize God’s voice either in the early stages of this 
story, but eventually he heard a message that must have been very 
difficult for him to share with his surrogate father, Eli (3:10-14). 
Samuel’s leadership as a prophet was marked by struggle and con¬ 
flict; but despite the difficulties, he responded to the call of the God 
to whom his mother prayed and who called his name. 

Samson: A Passionate Response, but to Whom? 

Readjudges 13:1-7, 24; 14:1-20. 

This may be a disturbing story for us. It comes out of a context 
that is very foreign to us. In ancient Israel, marriages between races 
were rare and women had very little autonomy. But we can recog¬ 
nize Samson. There are still Samsons among us who act out of their 
passions and who often react violently to conflicts. 

Samson was dedicated to God before his birth. The Nazirite vows 
which the angel announced to his mother were signs that the child 
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was to be set apart for a different kind of service to God. One of the 
expectations that came along with Samson’s birth was that he was to 
lead the people out of oppression. 

But Samson did not seem interested in the expectations of his 
parents. He took what he desired and displayed behavior that led to 
death and division. The passage talks about God’s Spirit, but what 
Samson did seems far from what we expect. 

Questions for Exploration 

• To what is the child in each of these Scriptures committed 
before his birth? 


• How does the child in each story respond to the expectations 
placed on him? 


• Is there a conflict between the promise of the parent(s) and the 
will of the child? How do you see that at work in this story? 
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Your Reflections on the Scriptures 


How do 1 Samuel 1:9-18; 3:1-21 and Judges 13:1-7, 24; 14:1-20 
speak to your sense of vocation? 
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Your Life 


“For you have made us for yourself, and our heart is resdess until it 
rests in you.” 

—Saint Augustine 

Augustine (354-430) was a bishop in northern Africa in the early 
Christian church. Looking back at his life in The Confessions of Saint 
Augustine , Augustine recognises something very curious. Despite his 
many wanderings and failings, he was able to see a constant tugging 
within himself that kept moving him toward God. That tugging 
came in the midst of all sorts of relationships with people who asked 
different things of him. Augustine believed that our restless hearts 
are on a never-ending journey that is an expedition to seek God and 
our own true selves. 


We Are Created to Be Related to God and Others. 


• What difference does the knowledge that we are created to be 
related make in how we live out our lives and seek meaning? 
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Core Values and Your Life 


What do the Core Values (page 8) say to you about the tensions 
between your inner sense of values and calling and the expec¬ 
tations others have for you? 
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Looking Ahead, 


• When you were a child, what did you want to be when you grew up? 


• What does that early vision of vocation reveal about who you are? 


• What values did you receive from family and others that inform 
who you are? 


Closing Worship 


Spirit of life, 

who blesses us with water and moves our restless hearts, 
you have created us to be related 
to you and to the world. 

As we begin this journey together, 
bless to us our lives 
so that we can see patterns of purpose 
and respond to your relentless tuggings 
filled with grace and love. 

Amen. 
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Opening Prayer 

God of the deep, rich earth, 
you were not afraid to get your hands dirty 
in bringing us forth from the mud of the ground. 

Help us to be grounded in your love. 

Christ who went below the waters, 
you were not afraid to immerse yourself 
and to invite us to follow you in baptism. 

Let your love flow in us. 

Spirit of wind and flame, 
you were not afraid to spark a fire 
and to give your people voice and power. 
Burn within us with your purifying love. 

Amen. 


The Questions 


What Is Passion? 

In current usage, the word passion most often conjures up 
images of ardent love and romantic encounters; but other mean¬ 
ings of the word go deeper. When we speak of the passion of 
Christ, we speak about his suffering on behalf of and in solidarity 
with humanity. The passions of our souls are those things towards 
which we feel pulled. At its root, the word passion implies being 
acted upon by forces beyond ourselves and in that sense we can 
experience passion as suffering, longing, and love, all of which 
seem to be acting on us beyond our control at times. Discovering 
our passion, what our hearts truly desire, is one way to listen for 
God and to explore our vocation. 
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• How do you define passion ? 


• What are you passionate about? 


• What connections do you see between passion and vocation ? 


The Beat in the Silence 

Do you hear it? 

The beat in the silence? 

The sound at the center? 

The voiceless cry of a soul seeking its author? 
Do you hear it? 

The beat, the beat. 

Yes, you know 

there is a beat, beat, beat, 

there is purpose, 

there is movement, 

at the heart, heart, heart of it all. 

For you praise waits in silence, O God Elohim , 
blasting rock of our salvation. 

For you praise waits 

like a beast whose calling I do not yet hear, 
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like smoke rising from an unacknowledged sacrifice, 

for you praise waits, waits, waits, 

impatiently, 

in steadfast resdessness, 

ready to leap forth like a big cat stalking its prey, 
hungry, yearning, caged by silence, silence, silence, 
yet all that is within me wants to sing, 
all that is within me wants to praise you. Lord. 

To you we will offer our vows, 
to you all flesh shall come, 
for you praise waits, waits, waits, 
it is the passion implanted in me 
before my mother knew me, 
before the dawn of my dawns, 
before before. 

Praise waits 

in ranting, urgent, edgy, unsung tones 

growling, purring, tensed, 

and ready to pounce back to its Maker 

like fire in my bones, 

a thanks to be given, 

a cry to be released, 

a bell to be rung. 

Yes, you know. 

At the core of my being, 

at the center of my self, 

at the heart of every nucleus, 

there is a tone, a sound, a beat, an energy, 

a unique marker 

unduplicated in all the passing 

of every bygone age 
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like a GPS signal to the great unknown, 

like an echo of some half-remembered phrase in a like voice, 

like you, like me, there is a tone, a sound, 

a beat, a beat, a beat, 

there’s within my heart a melody, 

and let those who have ears to hear listen 

to what the Spirit is saying 

O yes, you know. 

The beat, the beat, the beat. 

I did not know this song. 

I only came to hum a few bars. 

I only poked my head in because the music sounded sweet. 

I only sang the melody because it had a catchy hook. 

I did not know it was my song. 

I did not know praise waits, waits, waits. 

I did not know this God Elohim. 

I do not know this God right now 
but somehow God knows me. 

In some messed up, straightened out, mind-blowing, heartbreaking 
harmony, 

creation is singing my note, 

and my note sings with sheep and hills and stones and grain, 
and my note is my own, and yet it is God’s. 

For you praise waits in silence, O God Elohim, 
ever-loving river that is God 
for you praise waits, waits, waits, 

and yet all around me creation speaks, whispers, breathes, sighs, 
groans, howls, cries out, shouts, celebrates. 

How can I keep from singing? 

Shall I sit caged in silence, starving, music-less? 

Shall stones cry out on my behalf? 

Shall grazing, mute, grass-muzzled sheep 
speak your name more gloriously than I? 
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Shall gurgling streams and foul tempests of the seas 
take my place in the chorus? 

Shall I not speak and cry and howl? 

Shall I not shout and sing for joy? 

Shall I let grain-filled valleys interrupt my praise? 

Shall I let hills be more alive with the sound of music 
than the depths of my ever-loving soul? 

Yes, you know, 

down in the deeps of the earth 
there is a song 
waiting to be released, 

a great frolicking beast ready to spring forth from a cage of silence 

Yes, you know 
Praise waits in silence. 

All you have to do 
is let it go. 


—Alex Joyner 


• What images or ideas stand out for you in the poem? 


• What does the idea of a beat in the silence suggest to you? 


• What connections do you see between praise of God and passion? 


30 



PASSION AND VOCATION 


• How does this poem speak to you about knowledge of self, of God, 
and of vocation? 


The Scriptures 


The Psalms are filled with emotion and passion. Psalm 65 reminds 
us that praise is the most natural language of creation. Read these 
verses aloud. Underline words that have meaning for you. Read the 
entire psalm. 

Happy are those whom you choose and bring near 
to live in your courts. 

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 
your holy temple. 

By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 

O God of our salvation; 
you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 
and of the farthest seas. 

—Psalm 65:4-5 
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Your Reflections on the Scriptures 

How does Psalm 65 speak to you as you think about passion and 
vocation? 
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Your Life 


Ambition: 

Desire to achieve a particular end 

— Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary (2006-07) 

• How is God speaking through your ambition? 


Vocation: 

“Vocation speaks of a gracious discovery of a kind of interior conso¬ 
nance between our deepest desires and hopes and our unique gifts, 
as they are summoned forth by the needs of others and realized in 
response to that summons.” 1 

—Brian Mahan 

• What surprises you about this understanding of vocation? 


• According to the quotation above, what things come together 
when we discover our vocation? What calls them forth? 


• How is God speaking through this understanding of vocation? 


• How are ambition and vocation different? 
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• Our passions are important because .. . 

• Draw an image of your passion in the space below: 
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Core Values and Your Life 

What do the Core Values (page 8) say to you about your passion 
and vocation? 
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Looking Ahead 


Catch Yourself Being Yourself 

When our minds start to wander when we’re trying to focus on 
something, we usually think of this as a bad thing. This week it’s a 
good thing because it offers you the chance to catch yourself being 
yourself. Our distractions can sometimes tell us what’s really impor¬ 
tant to us. In an exercise suggested by Brian Mahan, keep this jour¬ 
nal handy as you go through the week and when you find your mind 
wandering. 2 What are you really thinking about as you are reading a 
book, sitting in class, or waiting for an appointment? Write it down 
quickly in the distraction diary below. 


Distraction Diary: 

What I’m really thinking about is . . . 


What I’m really thinking about is . . . 
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What Vm realty thinking about is .. . 


Return to your distraction diary at the end of the day and ask your¬ 
self these questions: 

• What are my distractions telling me about what is important to me? 


• What passions are moving me? 


• How could God be speaking through these distractions? 
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Closing Worship 


The word I’m hearing right now is 


Spirit of life, 

who blesses us with water and moves our resdess hearts, 
our passions burn within us. 

Hear these words that sound in our souls: 


[Reflect silently on the word you xvrote above . Conclude:] 


For you praise waits in silence, God. 
Let us join the chorus 
and respond to your relentless tuggings 
filled with joy. 

Amen. 


1 Forgetting Ourselves on Purpose: Vocation and the Ethics of Ambition , by Brian J. Mahan 
(Jossey-Bass, 2002); pages 10-11. 

2 Mahan; pages 34-37. 
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Opening Prayer 

God of migrant wanderers, 
our minds drift and slip and flow 
from passionate awareness of your presence 
to forgetfulness and fear. 

Bless to us this day our lives 

that we may follow where Abraham and Sarah once did, 
out from the comfortable places where we hang out 
to the new territories where we can live 
with you. 

Amen. 


The Questions 


Vera and the Storm 

Vera was right. Her parents freaked out when they learned that 
she was going to Nicaragua for a beach trip with her best friend, 
Gabriella, and some other friends from school. “Nicaragua?!,” they 
had said. “Why Nicaragua?!” They also seemed fairly dissatisfied 
with Vera’s response: ‘Why not?” But on the plane ride down even 
she wondered why she had agreed to this crazy trip. She didn’t know 
any Spanish! Her 200-level French was not going to help her here. 

What she hadn’t anticipated was how everything seemed to 
change for her after her last exam. The semester had felt like a huge 
steamroller bearing down on her so that she had to keep running 
every second to avoid being flattened. There wasn’t much room to 
think about the summer, her parents, the beach trip, or even how 
she was feeling. But as she turned in her last exam, a strange mix¬ 
ture of relief and apprehension settled in. 

She was definitely feeling better with the steamroller fading into 
the distance behind her. But in the pit of her stomach, she also felt 
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a sense of foreboding and instability that she hadn’t had since her 
first days at college when she was wondering if she had made the 
right choice in coming to school at all. 

Gabriella, who was sitting next to her on the plane, noticed that 
Vera was a little preoccupied. “So, what’s up?” 

“Gabriella, do you know what you’re going to do when you 
grow up?” 

“Hey, what’s to say I’m not grown up already?” 

“O.K., yeah, but I mean, what next? After college.” 

“No clue, Vera.” 

“I don’t have a clue, either. I don’t know who I’m supposed to be. I 
mean, at home I never thought about it. I never had much of a goal 
besides going to college. When classes are going, it’s easy—I’m a stu¬ 
dent. And I’m learning to do so many things. But here I am going to 
another country, and I’m going to hand over my passport and they’re 
going to say, ‘Welcome, Vera Allen,’ and I don’t know who that is!” 

“So, it’s about going to another country?” 

“No, Gabby it has nothing to do with another country. I don’t 
know who Vera Allen is in the United States! I don’t know what I’m 
doing or where I’m headed. I don’t know who or what to trust. I 
don’t know who God wants me to be. And it feels like freedom, but 
it also feels, like . . . really scary.” 

They landed without incident at a small, one-runway airport at 
the edge of a vast jungle. The group boarded a taxi to head to the 
hotel where they were staying. “Taxi” is a generous description. It 
was a pick-up truck with rough wooden benches fixed over each 
wheel base. The “hotel” was a collection of cinderblock cabanas fac¬ 
ing the ocean. A larger cinderblock building with a timber roof 
served as the office, restaurant, and local health clinic. It was the 
most substantial building in a very small city. A friendly, elderly cou¬ 
ple showed them their rooms and then left them there. 

The students threw their bags down and headed straight for the 
beach. It was warm and wonderful—very different from what they 
had left behind, but a stiff wind was blowing off of the ocean. The 
setting sun was soon obscured by a raft of dark, billowy clouds on 
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the horizon. Before long the atmosphere was as unsettled as Vera 
felt. A big storm was coming. The group returned to their rooms. 
When Vera peeked out at the ocean, it was seething and tossing 
huge waves. The students escaped to the larger building where the 
hotel guests were gathered. Vera plopped down on the floor and 
leaned against a wall. Gabriella joined her. 

“So . . . want to play some cards?” 

“No, Gabriella. Thanks, but I just don’t think I could concentrate.” 

“Well, you could watch the storm.” She said. “Storms are great!” 

“Storms are not ‘great.’ They’re big and scary and they knock lots 
of stuff down.” 

“So, what do you want to do, Vera?” 

“I want to get out of here. I want to go home. I want to pray. I 
want to figure out what to do with my life. I don’t know. My life feels 
just like that storm!” 


• What is making Vera anxious in the story? 


• How does Gabriella respond to her? With whom do you most 
identify, Vera or Gabriella? Why? 


• How does the storm reflect Vera’s mood? 


• Does being away from home or being in a storm describe your 
feelings about vocation? Why or why not? 
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